Adobe lllustrator Crash Cours

Super-Basics: Navigation & Terminology




What i1s Adobe lllustrator?

u A powerful editing software that specializes in vector graphics

v Vector image: an image format based on vectors, which go through

locations called nodes (or control points) to create clean, resizable
images

v Raster image: an image format based on pixels stored in a rectangular
image matrix, typically used for photo storage

v Although both formats have their strengths and weaknesses, vector

graphics are superior when sending commands to machines such as
the laser cutter or plasma cutter
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What are we learning?

u Adobe lllustrator is actually a very versatile program with a
wide variety of functions and applications

v However, weoOl | only consi der
In the OEDK:

u Basic lllustrations : combining simple shapes to create proof -of-concept

u 2D CAD(computer -aided design): creating files that can be used with
the lasercutter or plasma cutter

u You can read about some of the other applications here

u https://helpx.adobe.com/illustrator/how  -to/what -is-illustrator.htmi



Starting Tips

u Hotkeys: using hotkeys is weird at first, but can
make your overall CAD workflow much faster

u Also, your ability to CAD quickly is a great
conversation starter for dinner parties*

u  *probably not

u CAD with both hands: use the right hand on the
mouse (selecting objects) and the left hand on
the keyboard (using hotkeys)

u Save often.




The SuperBasics

u Creating a file

u Adjusting units
u Artboards

u Navigating a file
u Layers




Adobe Hlustrator CC 2015
Location: IMustrator (C:YPrograr FileshAdobetSdobe lustrator CC 2015
Support Files\ Conte nts\Wind oes)

Wiford 2013




This is your workspace. Once you
create a file, your work will appear
within this box
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You can adjust units here as necessary, or you can
change them later without rescaling your file.




SEED 2016 Tutorial
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work, you can mess with
the color and render —
settings here. For our uses R
here, we can leave them on =

their defaults.
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Want to change your initial
preferences? Access your
preferences:

A File -> Document Setup
A Hotkey: ALT + CTRL+ P
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- Direct Selection

Navigation: You can scroll around the
artboard using the arrows along the
edges.

A Hotkey: SPACE + DRAGclick and
drag with your mouse)

A Hotkey: SCROLL(use the center
scroll of your mouse)
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You can zoom in/out by altering the
percent in the zoom dropdown menu.
A Hotkey: ATL + SCROLL

A Protip : on the OEDK monitors, 125%
zoom is actual-size: (i f you made

box, it would appear as
This is useful for seeing how big your pieces
will be.)
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There are two useful
views in lllustrator:
Preview and Outline .

A Outline erases all
colors/outlines, hides
shape order, and shows
the center point of
shapes.

Switching between
modes:

A Hotkey: CTRL+Y
A View -> Preview



